
A Late Season Bloomer

After one of the longest summers in living memory the lovely Iris – one of 
the largest blooms in the Woodbrook gardens - made a second appearance  
this year for the autumn, nicely framing a lone Member practicing on the 

chipping green.   

We think of the Iris as blue but there are almost 300 varieties in many different colours 
throughout the world. The flower gets its name from a mythical Greek Goddess who 
travelled on rainbows. 

Not to be outdone by the splendid weather for the Lady Captain’s prize, the 
weather for Captain Ned Lyons’ big day turned out to be another splendid 
occasion, both for the qualifying day and the final. There was a great buzz 

about the place from early morning until dinner late in the evening on Final 
day when the crème de la crème of the male golfers stepped forward to receive 
their just rewards.

The Captain’s Prize is the most coveted in the 
Club and this year was no exception. To win 
you have to put together two very good rounds 
of golf and clock up a lot of Stableford points. 
After the qualifying day, there were a lot of 
good golfers in the running but in the event it 
was Donal Brady, playing off 13, who took the 
coveted prize with a great score of 81 points – 
three better than his closest rival, Jim Murphy 
(14), with 78. Third was Dan Shanahan (6) with 
75 and Peter McNeill (1) had a very credible 71.

John Jack McKeon, Paul Lambert, Garry 
McMahon, Alan O’Shea, Dermot Strong, 
William O’Riordan and Captain’s Prize-winner 
for the past two years, Paul O’Farrell, were all in 
the prizes with good scores.  Noel Shanahan(6) 
was best on Day 1 with 41 Points and Ciaran 
Ronan(19) had the best score on the Final day 
with 38. Michael Gilmartin won the Past Captains 
prize and David Twyford won the Veterans. And 
to add to the occasion, there were two holes-
in-one on the day, both at the 17th, from Dan 
Shanahan and Ed Murray (5).

Just when it seemed that the Club 
would have to write off the 2017 
season as a bad dream, the Ladies 

Club came to the rescue with triple 
success - great wins in the Cullen Trophy 
(in which they had help from the Men’s 
Club), the Finn Trophy and finally the 
Ladies Junior Foursomes – all clinched 
in the dying days of August.

It was a strange year for the Club’s 
interclub competition. The men started 
off brilliantly with great runs in the main 
competitions, including the Barton Cup, 
but in the final stages they stumbled 
in one competition after another and 
ended up with only the Cullen Trophy. 
It was the opposite as far as the Ladies 
were concerned – they started off badly 
in virtually all of the big competitions but 
hung in there until the end of the season 
and walked away with the Finn Cup and 
the Junior Ladies Foursomes titles for 
their perseverance. 

Woodbrook won the Cullen trophy for the 2nd time in our club’s history 
when they defeated Castlecomer in the final at Baltinglass Golf Club.  
The Trophy, donated by the late Dr. Cullen of Baltinglass golf club in 
1959, is contested by mixed teams from Leinster and South Dublin.   
Woodbrook got to the final against Castlecomer by beating Royal 
Curragh, Baltinglass, Rathfarnham, and Edenderry in a 2-leg semi-final. 
Baltinglass Golf Club, known as the Augusta of Wicklow, is an 18-hole 
course which is both pretty to look at and tough to play. The first nine 
holes are built in a pine forest with tree lined fairways which on a sunny 
day is beautiful – and tricky. However, Woodbrook players consider 
Baltinglass a favourite hunting ground with two victories there in 2014 
and 2017. 

The Woodbrook team that took the field for this year’s final was a 
very polished one which proved too strong for Castlecomer. The team 
was led out by Sean Allen and Alison Manley, a new member to 
Woodbrook. A unique occurrence for our mixed team this year was that 
Sean’s dad, Ronnie played in the 2nd match with his partner Joanna 
Ross. In third place was our experienced mixed campaigner, Larry 
O’Reilly and his partner Michelle Hughes. It is worth noting that Larry’s 
mother represented Woodbrook in this competition many years ago. 
Larry himself is a very experienced foursomes player – he was twice 
winner of the Killiney Mixed and Elm Park mixed foursomes match play 
championships. The 4th pair out was the formidable David Geraghty 
and Gail Wolfe and the final pair Paul O’Farrell and Paula Crotty, a 
new member to Woodbrook. The subs on the day were Kieran Murphy 
and Orna Flannery.

The team was managed by Kay 
McMahon and Kieran Murphy, 
standing in for Manager, Peter 
Hopkins, who unfortunately has 
been battling a back injury all 
year. All the team performed well. 
Sean and Alison who were first 
out ran into a storm with their 
match. They played against an ex 
Kilkenny hurler who hit the ball 
over 300 yards every time and as 
they say that advantage made the 
difference. They were beaten 3 
and 2 – their first loss this season. 

Ronnie Allen and Joanna Ross won their match 3 and 2 on the 16th. 
This was Ronnie and Joanna’s 5th win of the season and they proved to 
be doughty performers in what was a tight match throughout the day.
Dave and Gail, played well and arrived at the 13th hole 4 up. They 
were in control of their game throughout. Their opponents played hard 
and reduced their deficit to two down at the 16th after a very exciting 
and well played par 3, but a good win at the difficult 17th sealed 
victory for the Woodbrook pair in that match.

Larry O’Reilly and Michelle Hughes had the toughest game. They 
were never down in the match but were 1 or 2 up and were reeled in 
by their opponents. They birdied the 11th to go 1 up and were never 
behind after that. They were 1 up after the 17th and on the final hole 
Larry hit a career best shot off Michelle’s drive to 6 feet from the hole 
to set up a birdie chance. Michelle almost holed the putt and Larry 
coolly slotted the 3-footer to win their match and the Cullen trophy 
for the 2nd time.  Paul O’Farrell and Paula Crotty were 2 up on their 
opponents and involved in a very tight match. Paul hit a massive drive 
down the 15th and his partner hit a fabulous shot to the edge of the 
green to be there in 2. Remember this hole was an index 1 par 4 off the 
men’s card. Most mortals played this hole as a par 5, but not Paul and 
Paula. They had their match at this stage under control and looked like, 
maintaining their advantage.

August was a good month for the Woodbrook Ladies – in the space of a 
couple of weeks they notched up successes in the Cullen Cup (Mixed), the 
Finn Trophy and the Junior Foursomes finals. 

First up was the Finn Trophy. This competition was inaugurated in 1965 
when Peggy Finn and her late husband Joe offered a prize for an interclub 
ladies fourball.  Nine clubs participated that first year and Courtown were 
the first winners. Now teams from all over Leinster compete against one 
another for this coveted trophy.

The last of the three successes for the Ladies came in the Junior 
Foursomes on the last Sunday of the month. The team which won that 
day was Gail Woolfe and Siobhain Ward, Bridgette Byrne and Susan 
O’Dwyer (playing their first match for the team), Geraldine Cantrell and 
Marcella Acton. Subs were Joan Morgan and Ger Lyons. Liz Beatty, who 
was with the team since the start of the campaign, unfortunately was on 
holiday in Russia on Final day.
The last time Woodbrook won an ILGU pennant was in 1983.

The Woodbrook team now go forward to the National Finals of the 
competition which will be held on Friday 29th September, with the winners 
competing in the Final on Saturday morning.
Needlesss to say Team Manager Liz O’Dwyer and her assistant Jackie 
Shanahan have three very busy weeks ahead getting the team in shape for 
the national event. 

Runner-up was Michelle Hughes, 3rd prize went to Mary Cormack and 
Mary Collins won her Class. The gross prize was won by Nicola Coffey.   
Zara Mee continued with her winning streak and won the Junior Prize. The 
5 day members’ prize was won by Fionnuala Murnaghan and the 9 hole 
qualifying competition was won by Moira Blunden.

There were over 100 ladies at the prize presentation and dinner that 
evening when the catering staff pulled out all the stops to present a lovely 
light summer meal. 

The Vice Captain also had a suprise – two bouquets of flowers, one from 
the Ladies Club and the other from her husband Robert. 

Tom Moriarty’s Captains prize took place on the 12th of August in an 
event which was very well supported by both Plummers members and the 
general membership of the club, which meant a chock a block timesheet.
Liam Lavelle took the honours with 41 points followed by Alan Cooke, 
Jim O’Shea (winner of Veterans prize), Lorcan O’Raghallaigh and 
Pat O’Kane.

Following the golf, members and their guests retired to the clubhouse 
for a drinks reception, dinner and entertainment till the early hours.  
While the 2017 Woodbrook Plummers Golfing Society season will be 
winding down towards the end of September there are still a number of 
notable events to look forward to.

The outing to the Castle will take place on the 14th of September and 
as always, members may invite guests to this very popular day and the 
dinner thereafter. Early booking is recommended. The Plummers have 
entered a ten person team in the Greystones GC High Noon Challenge 
this September. It’s a singles stableford event for 18+ handicaps with a 
shotgun start followed by a BBQ. 

Chris McCarthy and Gordon Penny will battle it out in the final of the 
matchplay competition after a very had fought campaign.   

Following on from the success of the inaugural Winter-Spring Competition 
last year which had an average of twenty participants per week, the 
event will be run again from November to March 2018 with a break for 
Christmas. There were 19 outings in total over the 2016/2017 season with 
the six best scores to count. 

Woodbrook’s Clodagh Hopkins had the honour of Captaining the Ladies 
Irish Team to victory in the Home Internationals recently. It’s their first 
victory since 2002.

This is an intense annual tournament where Ireland, England, Scotland and 
Wales play foursomes and single matches. Ireland produced a dazzling 
fight back on the final day to defeat the holders England at Little Aston 
GC, near Birmingham.

Clodagh was the Manager of the Irish team for a two year period (a 
prerequisite to the Captainsy) but on this occasion was drafted in as 
Captain on the eve of the tournament.

Woodbrook won this trophy in 
2006, 2007 and 2010. This year 
they beat St. Helens Bay in the 
final at Courtown. One of the 
most defining moments in the 
campaign came at the 18th hole 
at the quarter final in Charlesland 
when Sue Phillip’s ball miraculously 
skimmed the water onto the green; 
she duely slotted the putt for a 
birdie which brought the match 
up the 19th for a win. Caroline 
Bourke and Gillian Redmond 
won their match on the 19th on 
the same day to put Woodbrook 
through to the next round.

Happy Golfing
Credits: Michael O’Kane, Editor; Joe Dobbin, Design and Layout. 

Contributors – Kieran Murphy, Jim Melody, Heather Argue, John Tyrrell, 
David Cullen and Mary Bruton.

WOODBROOK 
TASTES 
SUCCESS LATE 
IN THE SEASON
Some silverware 
comes our way at last.

LADIES GRAB SOME 
SILVERWARE LATE 
IN THE SEASON

IRISH LADIES TEAM 
WIN HOME INTERNATIONAL

August News

TWO HOLES IN ONE 
ON CAPTAIN’S PRIZE FINAL DAY!

Donal Brady receiving his prize 
from Captain  Ned Lyons at the 

Captain’s Dinner

Packing in some extra 
energy for the last six holes – 

Rory Fitzgerald, Larry O’Reilly 
and Niall O’Sullivan.

In very good company ...Brendan Connolly, vice–Captain John Tyrrell, Tim Walsh 
and Patrick Durkan on the first tee with Paul O’Farrell, winner of the Captain’s 

Prize in 2015 and 2016.

Early birds on the 16th Tee who missed the traditional 
burger and beer – Peter Hopkins Jr., Thomas Kennedy 

and Jim Geraghty.

On the 12th green enjoying the sunshine and making 
steady progress – Gary Forde, Paddy O’Donoghue and 

Ciaran Ronan.

Hot favourites for the Captain’s 
Prize – Noel Shanahan, Jim Murphy                                                       

and Donal Brady, the eventual winner.

On the first tee in brilliant sunshine, Ray Mescal, 
Derek D. Maher and Gerard  Cahill.

HOW THE CULLEN TROPHY 
WAS WON  – SECOND TIME AROUND

Michelle Hughes had the benefit of her father 
as caddy when she and Larry O’Reilly won their 

match on the 18th at Baltinglass. 

The 4th match in the Cullen Trophy – Gail Wolfe 
and David Geraghty. They notched up another win 

for Woodbrook.

Steering Woodbrook to victory in the Cullen Trophy 
at Baltinglass - Managers Kay McMahon and Kieran 

Murphy.

The Woodbrook Cullen team having a well earned breakfast with Dining room Manager Tom before doing 
battle with Castlecomer. 

Other players who were not 
available or chosen on the Final 
day but who contributed to the 
successful campaign were Karen 
Fergus, Alan O’Shea, Ger Lyons, 
Barbara O’Loughlin and Chris 
Morgan. Karen Fergus, one of 
our best team members, won all 
her matches from the 1st round 
to the 1st leg of the semi-final 
but unfortunately wasn’t available 
for the Final. All in all it was an 
exciting day for Woodbrook, 
coming at the end of an 
exciting tournament. Paula Crotty and Paul O’Farrell at Baltinglass. 

Woodbrook Team  getting their final instructions before the match began.

The Finn Trophy Team and officials;  
Back Row (l to r)  Sarah Cleary, Bridgette Byrne, Clodagh Hopkins, Nicola Coffey, Siobhan Ward, Kristi O’Sullivan, 

Sue Phillips, Caroline Bourke, Gillian Redmond, Orla O’Mahony, Siobhan Smyth, Fiona Cantrell. 
Front Row (l to r) Cliodhne Hamilton, Team Manager Ruth Farrell, Courtown Lady Captain Laura Funge, Peggie 
Finn, Courtown Lady President Marcella Jones, Courtown Lady Vice-Captain Catherine Quinn and Woodbrook 

Lady Captain Norma Boland.

To the victor the spoils! Manager Ruth Farrell and 
her Assistant Siobhan Smyth with the Finn Trophy 

and Pennant.

The successful Woodbrook team in the East Leinster District Finals of the Junior Foursomes, together with Lady 
Captain Norma Boland: 

Back Row (l to r) - l to r back row - Siobhan Ward, Gail Wolfe, Bridgette Byrne, Susan O’Dwyer, Heather Argue, Ger 
Lyons, Ger Cantrell, Jackie Shanahan and Brendan McKenna AIG.

Front row:  Charlesland Lady Captain Mary De Chaumont, East Leinster Chairman Pauline Byrne, Norma Boland, Team 
Manager Liz O’Dwyer and Charlesland Lady President Patricia Metcalfe.

SPELLMAN FAMILY 
SHOW HOW ITS 
DONE!

BIG TURNOUT FOR THE LADY 
VICE-CAPTAINS PRIZE

St  V. De Paul presentation 
– Paddy O’Donoghue, 
Organiser, Michael Spellman, 
John Carney, Kieron and 
Michael Spellman(Jr) the 
winners, and Sean Creaney, 
President of the West Tallaght 
Conference of St. V. de Paul.

Winner Clare Fitzell is presented with her prize by Vice Captain Heather Argue

Siobhan Kelly retrieves the ball 
from the hole on the 136 yard 
11th green after her first hole-
in-one. It happened on ladies 
alternate day on August 19 and 
her playing partners were Alice 
McFadden and Michelle Hughes. 

A FIRST FOR 
SIOBHAN.

WOODBROOK PLUMMERS 
GOLFING SOCIETY

HOLE IN ONE!


