
Bray Air Show - Choppers Overhead, 
Choppy Seas Below

Just when it seemed that the Air Show – visible to more than 100,000 spectators 
stretching all the way from Shankhill  to Bray Head – was going to be spoiled by 

low cloud and bursts of heavy rain, the sunshine which has been a feature of our long 
hot summer this year broke through, setting the scene for one of the most enjoyable 
and thrilling events on the East Coast. 

Away went the brollies and raincoats and out 
came the cameras and ice cream cones, and 
all of a sudden Bray, with more than 90,000 
people cramming the seafront, experienced 
a return to the golden years of the fifties and 
sixties when the resort was in its heyday.

The huge traffic problem which normally 
marks the event was eased this year 
somewhat by the opening of the former 
Bray Golf Club by the Dargle River to 
accommodate thousands of cars which in 
former years were parked all the way back 
to Woodbrook and beyond.

From Woodbrook, diners had a great view of the spectacular event, which this year 
featured the Royal Jordanian Falcons, the Irish Air Corps Silver Swallows and a Russian 
MIG-15.  

Alas there was disappointment for some, however, because the Scratch Cup event   
due to be held in Woodbrook on the day, was cancelled due to lack of support. No 
doubt eligible golfers were more interested in the televised final day of the British 
Open at Birkdale.

July News

A strong breeze along the coast on the back nine put a bit of a damper on the 
usually high scores for this annual social golfing event, a four person rumble 

with two scores to count and three at the 9th and 18th. 

Best performance of the day came from the team captained by Michael Purcell, 
Captain of Killiney GC and believe it or not a grandson of Pierce Purcell who gave 
his name to one of the foremost trophies in inter club golf; it included the Captain 
of Woodbrook, Ned Lyons. 
  
The winners could have been pipped by a team which included Hugh Madden and 
Geraldine Lyons of Woodbrook and Paddy Boyle, Captain of Powerscourt and 
Leonie Walsh of Old Conna. However they forgot to mark three scores on the 18th 
instead of two!

In June Members had an E-Mail 
from the Club Council about 
the dire need for a new irrigation
system and a proposal to create 
a Par 3 course on the Paddock 
practice ground.

Maybe because of holidays or 
other commitments a lot of Members 
seemed to have overlooked the 
communication and did not respond.
With the drought continuing this 
summer, irrigation of the course has 

become a critical issue, and Council 
urgently needs your response now 
so that it can decide how to proceed 
with its plans. So don’t put it off any 
longer – complete  the survey and 
return your E-Mail to the Club Office 
right away.

And just in case you have lost the 
original in “the clouds”  you should 
be getting the original E-Mail from 
the Office again.   

After a strong defence as holders of the Barton Cup, Woodbrook bowed out not 
so gracefully in the final stages when they were beaten 3-2 by Killeen GC. Their 

bitter disappointment was due to the fact that they were beaten even though they 
had the advantage of three games at home.      

The irony was that both away games were won 
convincingly. Conor McGlynn and Eoin Beecham had 
a great 7 and 6 victory in the first away match and 
Phelim Moylan and Dave Geraghty clinched another 
good away win 4 and 2.

Unfortunately the three home matches went badly 
against them. Denis O’Connor and Conor Martin. 
Tom Dowdall and Donal Brady, and Peter McNeill 
and Cosmo Flood all lost their matches 2 and 1.

So it’s back to the drawing board to plan for next 
year’s campaign. In fact July was a disastrous month 
for Woodbrook’s inter club season. Up to then all 
the teams were doing well, but after the Barton Cup 
defeat, the rest of the teams came tumbling down, 
one after the other.

In the Jimmy Bruen Shield:  Woodbrook played their 
Quarter Final match against Wexford GC in 
Woodenbridge. In an exciting match, two matches 
went up the 19th. With the match level at 2 -2, the final 
match went to the 20th hole, and was won by Kieran 
Murphy and Dave Geraghty with a fabulous par on 
the long Par 3, when Dave hit the tee shot to 6 ft. 
Remarkably the match finished in the dark at 22.22 hrs, 
and Woodbrook won 3 – 2. 

The team went on to play Clontarf in the Semi Final in 
Kilkenny on 22nd July. Clontarf played very well on the 
day, and won the match 4 – 1. Our Jimmy Bruen team 
had progressed further than any Woodbrook team 
previously, and learned much from the experience.
The semi-final team was James Murphy & Eoin 
Beecham, Martin Dolan & Daniel Sheerin, Conor 
Martin & Mark Lynch, Larry O’Reilly & Donal Brady,
Kieran Murphy & Dave Geraghty.

July is the month when two of the 
Club’s major competitions – the George 
Martin and Patricia Martin Trophies - 
are competed for and this year they 
attracted a total of more than 300 entries 
between them. Tight scoring in both 
competitions resulted in count backs to 
decide the winners.

In the George Martin Memorial Trophy 
competition (strokes -men) which 
attracted a field of 173, Tom Dowdall (2) 
was a credible winner on 68, with John 
Carney(16) runner-up a stroke behind, 
just ahead of Dermot Strong (8) also 
with 69. In fourth and fifth places were 
Pat Murphy and Gerard Cahill who both 
shot a 70 off 14. Best gross went to Cian 
Fitzgerald (3) with a 73.

In the Patricia Martin Trophy (ladies – 
strokes) there were 129 entries. It was 
won by Marian Wallace (27) with a 69, 
pipping Sue Phillips (3) on a count back, 
followed by Nuala Griffith (32) with a 
71. Nicola Coffey (3) won Best Gross 
with a 78. The 5 day winner was Goretti 
McKechnie (31) with a 75 and Junior 
Winner was Emily Byrne (36) also with 75. 

Well done to the Managers, their Assistants and their teams and subs. 
A huge amount of work has gone into getting the Teams through to this 
stage by everyone and we wish them all the very best.

Our Friday semi-open mixed scotch 
foursomes have been well supported this 
year and there are still a few more to go. 
The Ladies managed to get sponsors for all 
these competitions. The final one in July was 
sponsored by Elva Murphy and the winners 
were Sean Allen and Alison Manley.  

Inset: Sponsor Elva Murphy with the winners, Sean Allen and Alison Manley.

On Friday 18th August Anthem will entertain us after our golf and this 
is always a great evening. Make sure to book your line early and to 

reserve a table for dinner.

At the dinner following the Patricia Martin Trophy day, Mary Hamilton 
spoke about the donor of the trophy and her connection with Woodbrook. 
This was most interesting, especially for all our new members.  
The theme for the night was “Wear something pink” and the theme 
carried through to the table, flowers and even the food!

Liam Kavanagh of Naomh 
Olaf GAA Club making a 
presentation to Jim Melody in 
recognition of his achievement 
of a Hole-In-One during the 
Annual Naomh Olaf Golf Classic 
held recently at Edmondstown 
Golf Club.

Woodbrook Plummers have their big “at Home” day on August 12th 
with competitions for their own society members and Club Members at 
large. All Woodbrook members and their guests are also welcome to 
attend the Plummers Captain’s Dinner being held the same evening at 
8:00pm, preceded by a drinks reception from 7:00 pm. This is always 
a great evening’s entertainment and this year music will be provided by 
the Lynx Trio.

Members have to keep a sharp eye on the time sheet when it becomes 
available for there is always great pressure to get a slot. Same with 
the tickets (€35) for the dinner, which are available from the Club 
Office.

As usual there was a good turnout for this annual event for funds to 
provide and train dogs as companions for the visually handicapped, 
and at the end of the day the Woodbrook Ladies were able to hand 
over a sizeable cheque to the fund, thanks to the generosity of 
Woodbrook Members and the sponsorship of Woodbrook Member 
Donal Galvin. 

The event was won by the team of Barry Devereaux, Trevor Dolan, 
Niall O’Sullivan and John Keogh, and the team of Kirstian Connolly, 
Noel Connolly, Joan Connolly and Tony Murtagh runners up.  

Picture: Barry Devereux, Captain of the winning team, with Lal Galvin, 
wife of  sponsor Donal Galvin, and Dolores Flood, organiser. 

In inter club competition, things 
have picked up for the Ladies Club, 
who now have three teams - Junior 
Foursomes, Finn Trophy and the 
Cullen Cup - through to the semi-
final stages. 
 
The Junior Foursomes 
will play Rathfarnham 
in Malahide on Saturday 
5th August at 3:00 p.m.

The Cullen Cup Team will play the 
first leg of their semi-final against 
Edenderry on Sunday 6th August 
in Woodbrook at 1:30 p.m.

The Finn Trophy Team will 
play the second leg of their 
semi-final against Courtown in 
Woodbrook on Monday 7th 
August at 4:00 p.m. having won 
the first leg in Courtown 4/1.

Happy Golfing
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Argue, Elva Murphy, John Tyrrell, Kieran Murphy, Liam Kavanagh, David Cullen, 
Kristi O’Sullivan 

Those lucky enough to have a boat or a yacht 
had a grand view of the Air Show, though it 
was a bit rocky for a while with choppy seas.

VISITING CAPTAINS DAY

FIND THE TIME, TAKE A BIT OF TROUBLE 
 YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOUR OPINION

WOODBROOK FALL AT THE SECOND 
LAST FENCE IN BARTON CUP

BIG ENTRY FOR 
THE MARTIN 
TROPHIES

PLUMMERS AT HOME ON AUGUST 12TH

ANNUAL 
GUIDE DOGS 
FOR THE BLIND 
CHARITY EVENT

Winners all right!  Lady Captain Norma Boland congratulates the winning team 
– Ned Lyons. Michael Purcell, Carolyn Dempsey, Lady Captain, Bray, and Heather 

Argue, vice-Captain Woodbrook.

Winners by the light of the Silvery 
Moon – Kieran Murphy and Dave 
Geraghty.

Larry O’Reilly teeing off in his 
match at Kilkenny

Best Cup 
Woodbrook played Hollywood Lakes (3 
Home and 2 Away) in the Quarter Final 
(3rd round) but lost the tie 1.5 – 3.5.
 
Old Conna Seniors 
Our team played Powerscourt with all 
matches played away. We lost the tie 
to a very strong Powerscourt team.
 
Powerscourt Cup 
Woodbrook played Powerscourt (2 
Home, 3 Away) in the Quarter Final 
and lost 1.5 – 3.5.

Brennan Cup
Our team played Woodenbridge 
in the Semi-final with all matches 
in Woodbrook. This is a fourball 
matchplay tie. There was a very high 
standard of golf played by both sides, 
with between 5 and 9 birdies in each 
match. The very strong Woodenbridge 
team won the tie 3.5 – 1.5.

  WOODBROOK LADIES 
IN THREE SEMI FINALS 

The Finn Trophy team which are currently involved in the two leg semi-final.

JUNIOR GIRLS FLYING HIGH!
Some of the club’s Junior Girls have been hitting the high 
spots recently. In the Plummers Competition Zara Mee 
emerged winner with a fantastic score of 46 points! 
And dropped five shots for her trouble! Anna Byrne and 
Maria Eirin O’Hurley also had great scores of 36 each. 

HOLE-IN-ONE 


