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AUGUST NEWS

Happy Golfing

After a mild winter when we saw neither frost nor snow, the chances of 

an early spring seemed very much on the cards for 2017, but it did not 

materialise because of a persistent cold east wind. Though there are 

blossoms in abundance, growth on the ground has been slow and the 

early flush of new grass we normally get in late March and early April 
has not been apparent on the golf course. 

The only bonus for golfers is that firm ground means placing is still in 
force on the fairways, more run on the ball and the chance of a few more 

pars for the high handicappers.

Hard ground also means more damage to the grass so now is the time 

for all good golfers to make sure they repair divots on the fairways and 

pitch marks on the greens - and do it properly. If you take a divot, replace 

the sod and give it a good dusting of sand. If you cannot replace the 

divot, put extra sand on the damaged area.     

On the greens, because they are still very firm, sometimes it’s difficult 
to see the pitch marks, but they are there, nevertheless, and should be 

repaired carefully by forcing the turf around them into the pockmark 

with your repairer.

And don’t forget to give the bunkers a proper raking before you leave 
them – there’s nothing more infuriating than having to play a ball out of 
a footmark!

Blossoms aplenty, but still a late Spring!

Captains’ Drive In 
signals the start of 
the Golfing Season.
Since a Drive-In comes so early 
in the year, weather is always a 
problem and so it was once again 
this year – a rather inclement 
Saturday early in March which 
from early on threatened to wash 
out the occasion. However the 
Gods were with us this year and 
though it rained for most of the 
day, the skies cleared later in the 
evening and the large crowds 
were able to put away their 
brollies and enjoy what turned 
out to be a jolly occasion.

There were the usual high jinks 

with the two captains, Ned Lyons 

and Norma Boland, trying out 

trick clubs and exploding balls.

Norma had the Ladies Club 

Choral Group, dressed for a full 

performance, to serenade her 

on the 1st tee, and Ned had a 

bevy of Committee Members, 
masquerading as footballers, to 

back him up.  

Well, they looked like footballers 
and acted like footballers, but 
unlike the proverbial duck, they 
were far from footballers! 

PAST CAPTAINS DO THE 
HONOURS FOR  NORM

THE LADIES CLUB MUSICAL GROUP 
DRESSED FOR THE OCCASION  

The special fund raising day for Colm Crowley turned out to be a 

splendid occasion for the whole club, with a full time sheet of sixty teams 

of four taking part in a Texas Scramble in the best day of sunshine we 

had so far this year.  It turned out to be a fun day in more ways than 

one. First there was that elusive car for a hole in one at the thirteenth; 

everybody claims to have peppered the flag, but alas nobody managed 
to get the little ball in the hole. The camera behind the green was there 

to prove it – and everybody knows the camera does not lie!

In the event it turned out to be a splendid occasion for all, thanks to the 

organisational skills of the Captain, Ned Lyons, Committee Member Dave 
Breen and indeed Colm himself who was there from start to finish making 
sure there were no hiccups. 

The organisers set quite a high  financial target for the occasion, and 
when the chips were counted -  a substantial sponsorship from Pinnergy,  

the entry fee from the scramble, and the proceeds for various raffles – 
that target was reached.

Winners of the Longest Drive were Gerard McNamara and Linda Cole-
McKenna, and Nearest the Pin were Daniel Sheerin and Mairead Browne.

Colm is a perfect example of a young man who stuck to his task as a 

golfer once he became interested in the game. None of his family played 

golf, but he started to take an interest through his grandad’s love of pitch 
and putt and happy days playing together at his local Pitch & Putt club at 

Priory in Blackrock, when he was 12 years old.

He started golf proper at the former Dublin City GC (now closed) at 
the age of 14 yrs and played there for 2 yrs.When he was 16, he played 

in the Junior Scratch Cup in Woodbrook in 2009, which he won. The 

Captain at the time, Michael Cantrell, encouraged him to join the club, 

which he did.

Colm has been a great team player for Woodbrook. He played in the 

Woodbrook Fred Daly team, was unbeaten in all his Woodbrook Senior 
Cup matches throughout the time. He played in the Barton Cup Shield 

team for a number of years, was on the winning Cullen Cup team in 2014   

and of course was one of the stars of winning Barton Cup team last year.

•  Colm reduced his handicap from 5 to +1 in a two and a half year 

 period (May 2013 to September 2015).

•  He shot the course record 69 in Dromoland Castle in 2014.

•  He won the Dunmurry Springs Senior Scratch Cup in 2015, where he 

 shot a new course record of 2 under par from the championship tees.

•  He made the cuts in Irish Amateur Championships 

 (West, East and Close).

•  He finished 8th in the Evolve Pro Tour event ahead of tour players, 
 including Bradley Dredge.

• Finished 5th in the Algarve Pro Tour Event with rounds of 71 and 69.

• Gained full playing rights on the EDP Tour with rounds of 70 & 72 in 

 the Q school to finish 8th.

    

His great ambition now is to have a full Challenge Tour Card as a 

professional by the end of 2018, and the hope of a European Tour 
Card subsequently.

Favourite Player -Phil Mickelson, who like himself, is left handed. 

 

“A very enjoyable player to watch”.

“Winning the Barton Cup for the first time in 73 years was a super 
 special occasion for me, for the team and for the club.

”And of course finishing ahead of Bradley Dredge in an event, over 
 2 rounds in 2014 as an amateur. 
   
“It’s pretty cool to see your name ahead of a player who is a 
European Tour legend,” he said.

The Club made a good start to the defence of the Barton which they 

won in fine style last year, by a 4-1 victory over Milltown in the first round 
played on Good Friday. Woodbrook had the advantage of three games 

at home and two away. Their next tie for the team, managed again by 

last year’s successful trio – Ciaran O’Kelly, Tom Fannin and Michael 
Hughes - is against Edmondstown.

In the Metropolitan Cup – four matches away and five at home
– Woodbrook did not fare so well, they were beaten by Powerscourt.

The team manager is Jim Murphy.

In the Elm Park Seniors competition Woodbrook were beaten 1 ½ to 3 ½ 
by Headfort in the second of their 4 group stage matches. They will play 

their next game against Rathfarnham on 4th May.

In the Fred Daly Trophy (Juniors) Woodbrook lost 2-3 against a strong 
Greystones team. 

The Woodbrook Plummers Golfing Society got their 2017 Season off to a 
promising start on April 3rd with 36 golfers playing on a typically blustery 
Spring afternoon. The incoming Captain Tom Moriarty welcomed all the 
members and promised that 2017 would be a great year for the society. 

Inaugural Winter-Spring Competition  
For those who didn’t have their fill of golf during the summer season, 
the Plummers set up an informal Winter-Spring Competition this year 

on Monday mornings. As it turns out this was very well supported with 
15 events, an average 16 playing and only one cancelled due to weather 

conditions. The competition concluded on March 27th and many thanks 
to Tony Durkan for sponsoring the handsome perpetual trophy which was 
presented (below) to Joe Lyons, winner of this inaugural event.  

Winners of the Scramble 
with Colm Crowley.
 

- Ned Lyons, Captain, 
Geraldine Lyons, Doreen Tyrrell and 
vice-Captain John Tyrrell – 101 pts. 
(Sponsor – Dermot McKenna, Power City).

Colm with John Sheerin, who 
with Daniel, Philip and Dermot 
Sheerin, were runners up with 
100 pts. 

Third place in the Scramble.

– Tim Miley, John Gallagher (Dun 
Laoghaire) John Geelon and Gerry 
Butler- 96 pts 

(Sponsor, Mark Callan).

Fourth place winners. 

Denis O’Connor, John O’Connor, 
James Cronin and  Eoin Beecham- 93 
pts.  (Sponsor Joe O’Connor, Leopardstown)

Fund Raiser for Colm Crowley.

About Colm Crowley

Defence of the Barton Cup

Plummers Golfing Society 
2017 Season tees off! 

Chris McCarthy, John Maguire 
Captain 2016 and Tom Moriarty in 
advance of Tom’s drive-off at the 
Plummers first outing for 2017.

April News

NEW CAPTAINS FOR 2017, 
NED LYONS AND NORMA BOLAND AT THE DRIVE-IN.


