
OCTOBER NEWS

Intermediate Colm Crowley (inset) 
has decided to take the plunge in 
2017 by joining the ranks of young 
hopefuls trying to carve out a career 
on the professional golf circuits. 

He had a good start to his 2016 season with a 
top 5 finish (Rounds of 71 & 69) in an Algarve Pro 
Tour Event in March but the rest of the year proved 
challenging because he did not perform as well as 
he had hoped on the Irish Amateur circuit. However, 
as the year progressed and after physiotherapy for 
a problematic back, his enthusiasm and confidence 
increased and his game returned. 

Then came the Barton Cup campaign where he was 
paired with Eoin Beecham; they had great success 
and ultimately helped the club to victory.    

For some time Colm has had an ambition to play on 
the Professional circuit. With that in mind he decided 
to play the Pro Golf Tour Qualifying School (PGT) 
in Germany in October and the Alps Tour Qualifying 

School in December. His hope was that if he could 
gain full status on either tour (Top 10 in Germany) or 
(Top 35 on the Alps), he would take the plunge and 
turn professional.

As it so happened, on a cold and brisk few days in 
Germany, he succeeded in a T8th finish in the PGT 
Qualifying School with rounds of 70 and 72 (-2 Total).  
This gives him full playing rights on the tour next year 
and he plans to play all 19 events. The top 5 on the 
Order of Merit gain full Challenge Tour status and a 
bye to stage two of Q School for the European Tour.  
He has no time to waste -  the opening schedule 
involves two events in Egypt between January 15th 
and 28th 2017.

We have no doubt he will do Woodbrook proud and we 
take this opportunity of wishing him every success over 
the next crucial 12 months of his golfing career.

The general public does not always 
appreciate the fact that golf clubs are 

not just for playing golf and socialising. A lot 
of other good things happen there as well, 
and Woodbrook plays its part each year in 
organising events to raise tens of thousands 
of Euro for deserving causes. 
Recently the Captain of The Ladies 
Club handed over substantial sums to 
local philanthropic organisations and in 
September we had the annual St. Vincent 
de Paul Grand Charity Day with a full time 

sheet of golfers which raised the handsome 
sum of €12,500 for the Conferences of St. 
Fiachra, St. Thomas and Venerable Matt 
Talbot which give valuable assistance to 
people in the Tallaght West area. Not bad for 
a day’s work on the golf course!
 A lot of organising goes into such events 
and in this case the work was all done 
by our member Paddy O’Donohue and 
his faithful band of helpers, and to Sean 
Creaney, President of the Tallaght West 
Area of St. Vincent de Paul.

Another season of highly competitive golf came to an end last week with the annual presentation of 
medals and trophies in the Men’s Club, including the prestigious Pat Mulcare Trophy for the Golfer of 

the Year, the Brennie Scannell Trophy for the Club Championship and the George Martin Trophy.

Separately the Ladies Club had their presentation a few nights later at which there was a good attendance 
to see Nicola Coffey carry off her second Golfer of the Year Trophy in succession.

They say that the cream always rises to the top and this year was no 
exception. Fresh from his part in the winning of the Barton Cup for his 
club, Paul O’Farrell won the Captain’s Prize for the second year in a row 
giving him enough points to also do a clean sweep and take the coveted 
Mulcare prize for Golfer of the Year. Pat Mulcare’s widow, Joan, came all 
the way from Galway on the evening to personally present the trophy.  

Paddy Lewis was runner up in this competition, which is judged on most 
points earned from major competitions during the year. 

Inset: 1916 Captain Michael Gilmartin with Joan Mulcare at the presentation of her late husband’s Trophy 
to Golfer of the Year, Paul O’Farrell.

The Tyrrell family also had a great season. Father John, 
also fresh from his success with son Mark in the Barton 
Cup, won the Club Singles Matchplay and was presented 
with the Niall O’Farrell Cup by Niall’s son Paul. Dermot 
McKenna was the runner up in this competition. John 
and Mark were runners also up to John and Daniel 
Sheerin in the Father and Son Matchplay.

And to cap a truly unforgettable year, John was chosen 
by the Men’s Club to be next year’s vice-Captain!

   Inset: John Tyrrell, who won the Matchplay Singles completion and with son Mark was 
   runner up in the Father and Son Competition, accepting their prizes from the Captain. 

A delighted John L Hughes, playing off a handicap of 1 won the 
Brennie Scannell Trophy in the Club Championship. He had the Best 
Gross (72) on the Qualifying Day and ran out the eventual winner with 
Colm Crowley (Scr) runner-up.

In fact that trio of Hughes, Lewis and McKenna are three of the most 
consistent low handicap golfers in the club for many years and between 
them have scooped all the major competitions  at one time or another! 

Cosmo Flood and Chris Morgan were victors in the Club Foursomes 
Matchplay Competition and were presented with the Morgan Walsh 
Trophy.  Runners up were Ronnie Allen and Sean Bresnan.

In the monthly medals 
competition, which runs from 

March to September inclusive, 
a total of 21 Class Medals were 
presented. The lowest score 
for any medal in the year was 
returned by Sean Kestell (4) to win 
Class 1 in June. And he proved this 
was no fluke by winning Class 1 in 
the Medal Finals with a 74.

There were four Hole In One 
prizewinners -  Norman Taylor 
(11th); Peter Love (9th); Hugh 
Considine (2nd) ; and Paul 
O’Toole (13th).

Roy Begley, 
September 
Medal

Patrick O’Kane ended his golfing year on a high note when he scooped the two 
major prizes in the Plummers – Matchplay Champion and Golfer of the Year. Here he 
is congratulated by the Match Play Runner Up, Pat White

Ciaran Ronan, 
July Medal 

MORE POWER TO YOUR 
ELBOW, PADDY!

MAJOR COMPETITION WINNERS IN 
2016 ARE PRESENTED WITH THEIR 

TROPHIES AND CUPS. 

Monthly Medal Winners

WINTER LEAGUE 2016

For the first time girls from the Junior Club will be 
participating in the Ladies Winter League which gets 
under way in the New Year. One of the teams this year 
will consist of six of these girls who will play with Kristi 
O’Sullivan, Cliodhne Hamilton and Clare Ryan. 
The girls will get invaluable experience in this early 
competition which should help them later in the year with 
the inter club junior competitions. 
Inset: Junior GOY Maria Eirin O’Hurley

ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING

Little Woman’s Trophy (GOY) went to Maria Eirin O’Hurley who had a very good 
year in all major events including Lady Captain’s Day and the Lady Captains’ Prize 
to Juniors.

NEW IN 2016 - MOST IMPROVED 
AND BEST PARTICIPATION

i. Most Improved Junior - Aoife Hamilton 
     (dropped from 35.5 to 31)

ii. Most Improved Cub – Shira Hamilton

iii. Best Participation Junior – Emily Byrne

iv. Best Participation Cubs – Lizzy and Chloe Downey

Junior Captain 2017 – Emily Byrne has agreed to be Junior Captain next year 
following in the footsteps of Maria Eirin O’Hurley who proved to be an outstanding 
Junior Captain in 2016, as well as a model sportswoman.

ILGU Medal 2016 – Awarded to the girl with the lowest aggregate of 
3 nett scores as recorded on Golfnet. Winner Maria Eirin O’Hurley.
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HAPPY GOLFING

The Loneliness of the 
Long Distance Golfer 

Autumn is the time for change in golf clubs 
around the country and it coincides with 
changing the guard in both the Men’s and 
Ladies’ Clubs – Captains, vice-Captains and 
Committee Members.  Both clubs in Woodbrook 
have already rung the changes at meetings this 
month and the only other elections will come on 
- Council at the Club AGM on December 1st. 
Inset: New Captains Elected for 2017 
– Norma Boland and Ned Lyons.

THE WEATHER’S NOT THE ONLY 
THING THAT’S A-CHANGING

Above: Cosmo and Chris with Trophy 
Top Left: John and Daniel Sheerin who scooped the 
Father and Son Matchplay trophy. 
Centre Left: The George Martin Trophy was won by a 
delighted David Meagher, who took it on a count back 
against John Byrne and Alan O’Shea. 
Bottom Left: Veteran Woodbrook Member Frank 
O’Sullivan was there on the night to present his Cup to 
Peter O’Flanagan and John O’Shea who won the Club 
Fourball Matchplay; runners up were Mark Lynch and 
Kevin Lynch.

Matchplay 
Champion 
is  Golfer of 
the Year. 

Nicola Coffey, Golfer of the Year

La crème de la crème also came to the 
fore in the Ladies Club prize giving 
where Nicola Coffey became Golfer 
of the Year for the second year in 
succession.   Sue Phillips was winner of 
the Downs Cup and Nicky King, winner 
of the Lady Captain’s (Elva Murphy) Prize 
was also presented with an engraved 
scorecard to mark the occasion.

Husband and wife John and 
Liz O’Rourke were winners 
of the Hamilton Cup, with 

runners up Irene and 
Tom D’arcy.

Sue Phillips, Winner of the 
Downs Cup.           

Nicky King, winner of the 
 Lady Captain’s Prize, with 
her salver and inscribed 

scorecard.


